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Mid-Term Take Home 
Essays Due Sunday, October 29, 2017, 11 PM 

Please read all of the instructions! 
 
1. Directions for submission of the mid-term: 
Send your essays to me as an email attachment to turnergm@appstate.edu. Subject line: 
Midterm Section 107, 106, or 112 depending on when you attend class – 11 AM, 12:30 or 2 
PM respectively. 
 
Use Microsoft Word format so I can easily comment on and grade your completed digital 
document. You will save the essay with a document title using this format: 
Lastname_Firstname_Midterm_FDN2400_section.docx 
 
Inside the document, at the beginning, please type the following: 
First Name, Last Name 
FDN 2400-(include section number) 
Date 
 
If you use Google docs rather than MS Word software: In the online window of the Google 
doc, go to File > Download As > Microsoft Word (.docx). The document will be downloaded to 
your computer. Attach it to an email following the instructions above. 
 
2. Directions for writing the essays. Answer two of the three questions listed below. Each 
question should be answered in two to three double-spaced, typewritten pages. You may use 
personal examples or observations from your own life in school, but you must primarily use 
information, insights and arguments from course readings and lectures. This is an analytical 
essay. No additional research is required. 
 

Grading Rubric 
 

Component Points 
Analysis 6 
Persuasion 6 
Clarity 6 
Accuracy 6 
Organization 6 
Self-Reflection/Connections 6 
Mechanics 4 
          40 total 
 

37 – 40 = A 
32 – 36 = B 
28 – 31 = C 
23 – 27 = D 

22 and below = E 
 
3. The essays. Choose two from the three questions below. 
 
A. In 1982 Maxine Greene wrote the following:  

We protest, of course, the withholding of funds from remedial programs and 
school lunch programs; we work to maintain support for research intended to improve 
what happens in our schools. Now and then someone comments on the link between 
effective schooling and national defense or industrial productivity; literacy is talked of 
as if it were part of the gross national product. Almost never is there an expressed 
concern about the public realm; there is silence about renewing the common world 
and about what that common world should be. What is it that lies in between, that 
holds us together, that we can cherish and try to keep alive? […]  
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Questions like these move me to explore the role that might be played by 
public education in bringing into being an authentic public space, one that might give 
rise to a significant common world. 
 

Explain Greene’s concern about “public space.” Why does she believe public education might 
be critical to the creation or maintenance of a public space? In your estimation, is the issue 
more or less concerning now than it was at the time she wrote her essay? Why or why not? 

 
B. Consider this statement: “We have known for some time that tracking is not an effective 
strategy to enhance the learning of roughly 95% of school age children. We also know that in 
statistical analysis, poorer children tend to be found in lower tracks, while wealthier children 
are found in upper tracks. Given that tracking is not an effective way to increase learning for 
the majority of children, it must exist to keep children of the same economic class together 
while they are in school.” 
 
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Why or why not? Be sure to include in your 
analysis support for your position, and the implications for teaching and learning. 
 
C. How does basing school funding on local property tax revenues impact districts, teachers 
and students? More specifically, how does the court case Leandro v. State effect the funding of 
school districts in North Carolina? Thinking broadly, what argument might you as a future 
teacher make regarding how schools could or should be funded? (In this final part, you may 
argue for the status quo, or advocate for a change. Be sure to support your position.) 


